200706000 - Lake Pend Oreille Invasive Fish

ISRP recommendation: Not fundable

ISRP comment:

The presence of walleye and smallmouth bass can hardly be anything but detrimental to co-occurring native salmonids. The fact that this conclusion is publicly voiced by IDFG in an article on the situation in the Coeur d'Alene newspaper (CDA Press, 12 April 2006), but not in the proposal, leads the ISRP to question the thoroughness of this proposal. It is clear that three years of study are not needed to assess the situation. Immediate management action to suppress walleye and bass is appropriate if not already too late.

Sponsor’s Comment:

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game shares the view of the ISRP that walleye and smallmouth bass have the strong potential to be detrimental to native salmonids and are a significant threat. Native fish in Lake Pend Oreille are in serious trouble, and efforts are being taken on many fronts to insure the long-term persistence of these native fish populations.  The addition of two more exotic piscivors was not a welcome finding, and if we could somehow suppress these populations we would.  The big question is how. This proposal was to investigate these species in the hopes of finding where, when an how they are having the biggest impact, and if there are specific times, places and methods were suppression can be effective. 

ISRP comment:

The fact that this conclusion is publicly voiced by IDFG in an article on the situation in the Coeur d'Alene newspaper (CDA Press, 12 April 2006), but not in the proposal, leads the ISRP to question the thoroughness of this proposal.

We do however disagree that the detrimental effects of these exotics was not presented in the proposal (which lead the ISRP to question the thoroughness of the proposal).   The first objective of the proposal was to “minimize smallmouth bass impacts on focal species” and the second objective was to “minimize walleye impacts on focal species”.   The very heart of this proposal recognizes that walleye and smallmouth bass are a negative addition to the fish community and attempted to reduce their detrimental effects.  Perhaps there is some ambiguity in our wording of “minimize” the impacts.   We chose this wording because we recognize that there was no currently known method to stop all the negative aspects of these exotics, but we may be able to minimize the damage in certain key locations and at certain times of the year.  The word minimize may sound a little “soft”, but it may be the best we can do since it may well be beyond our ability to substantially reduce these populations in a lake the size of Lake Pend Oreille.  Even though wholesale reduction of these populations may not be realistic, our hope was to learn enough that specific efforts could be made to minimize damages. 
ISRP comment:

It is clear that three years of study are not needed to assess the situation.


We would agree that 3 years of study are not needed to assess the situation. The assessment does not take a lot of study.   What we thought might take 3 years was to find an effective way to control these populations.  At 90,000 acres, Pend Oreille is very large lake making it a difficult place to try to control a fish population.  Currently, we know of no effective method to suppress these populations.   The 3 years of effort was proposed as the time frame needed to learn enough about walleye and smallmouth life history to find an effective way to facilitate change.  Possibly by investigating these populations, we may find where, when and how these fish are having the greatest impact so that we could focus our efforts accordingly. 

But we can change the length of the project to address the ISRP’s concern and have made the following changes to the proposal.  First, the project was reduced to two, 2-year graduate level studies (Master of Science level), one for each species and both could run concurrently.  Secondly, activities were focused to be more specific about ways to meet the objective of minimizing the impacts of these predators.  

In conclusion, we ask that the ISRP consider reevaluating this proposal.  The time to do something with smallmouth and walleyes is now, while the populations are small.  Knowing more about these species could make our efforts more successful.  Reguardless of the outcome of  this project, we thank the ISRP for their comments and their efforts to add a good scientific basis to the project selection process.  
